
 

 

 

      

It is exciting to be completing our first full week of 
school since December, and “WOW” we really have 
been busy.  We had our second school wide writing 
assessment on Monday, and our fifth grade stu-
dents took the TCAP writing assessment on Tues-
day. 

  

The Department of Education has stated that this 
year will be a baseline year for calculating Adequate 
Yearly Progress based on the new academic bench-
marks.  The baseline for our students will reflect the 
use of current year data for AYP and new levels of 
student performance (advanced, proficient, basic 
and below basic) as approved by the TDE. 

  

Indian Lake teachers continuously study and reflect 
on our TCAP, TVAAS, Orchid and DIBELS data for 
school improvement.  We use all of the data for 
feedback on individual student performance and 
academic growth.  This helps us to study our 
strengths and areas to improve, K-5, as a learning 
school community.  The spring TCAP Achievement 
test will be given April 12-19th.   

  

I want to thank Mr. de la Vega and the Third Grade 
students for giving a terrific performance for our 
make up PTO Meeting Thursday, February 3rd.  

A Fantastic Job!! 

  

We are looking forward to 
the fun Family Festival 
March 4th and 5th.  You will 
be receiving a lot of infor-
mation regarding this fabu-
lous event 

 

Jewell McGhee 

Principal 
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President’s Corner 

          I am very excited about the upcoming spring festival/
auction: POW WOW… The Weekend of the Warrior!  I 
know I had a great time at Bluegrass last year at the live/
silent auction.  My kids had a fantastic time at the festival 
and can’t wait for it again this year!  Please contact 
Corinne Perry or Stacey Becker if you have interest in 
helping out in any way.  We are always excited to have 
new volunteers and those who have been volunteering for 
a while.  I sent home a letter regarding our technology 
needs and our plans to start improving the student’s and 
teacher’s computers.  We hope that we can continue to 
replace more of the children’s computers after the Spring 
POW WOW.  With your continued help I know we can 
achieve this goal! 

If you missed the letter I sent home I will recap what our 
plan is with the technology improvements. After receiving 
feedback from our teachers and our technology committee 
it has become clear that the computers the teachers and 
children use need updating.  Mike Finlin, Anne Fowler and 
Shawn Lance (parents of students here at ILE) and many 
teachers and staff, who are part of the technology commit-
tee, have been diligently reviewing the schools needs and 
have brought their recommendations to the board.  After 
reviewing the information we as a board have decided to 
replace all of the teacher computers.  This will benefit your 
children directly as the teachers will be able to use the 
smart board tech. more effectively with faster and more 
capable computers.   

Next, the board has decided to replace the children’s com-
puters in 4

th
 and 5

th
 grade classrooms.  We have been 

trialing N- computing in one of our 2
nd

 grade classrooms 
and one of our 5

th
 grade classrooms.  N-computing con-

sists of using 1 computer terminal and being able to hook 
up 3-4 keyboards, computer screens and mice.  This al-
lows 3-4 children the ability to work off that one computer 
at the same time.  It also allows the children to do different 
activities on the computer at the same time.  The new 
computers will be able to handle all of our new programs 
and therefore they will not freeze-up or shut down when 
the kids are using them.  The kids will be able to do their 
work quicker.  This will then allow more children the  

                                   (continued on page 2) 
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opportunity to have time on the computer.  
I know computer time is one of my chil-
dren’s favorite ways to learn.  The two pilot 
rooms have been a success and the teach-
ers and children love it!  Also with our new 
flat screen monitors, donated by Jamie and 
Rhonda Spurlock, some of the children’s 
classroom will be able to accommodate 
four working stations (most classrooms 
have 2-3 right now). 

I hope you can see the money you all 
helped raise for ILE is carefully used to 
make this school an excellent place for 
your children to learn.  Fortunately we are 
not only able to meet our budgetary items 
but also improve on needs that otherwise 
would be left undone.   

 

Sincerely, Annie Koch 

PTO, ILE President 

Treasurer's Report  

The balance in the checking account as of February 3, 2011 was $5,185.88 and the balance in the money market account 
was $100,469.27. 

 

See the box below for a breakdown of the Computer upgrade costs, that the success of the Warrior Walk help fund! 

 

If you have any questions regarding the finances of the PTO, please contact me. 

Bridgette Schmidle 

Treasurer 

 

  Computer Upgrades for ILE - Cost Breakdown   

  New computer for each teacher @ $750 ea   

  30 X $750 =  $   22,500    

  N-Computing Device w/computer for 4th and 5th grade 

  10 x $1,153=  $   11,530    

  Upgrades to Computer Lab  $     8,500    

  Total cost =  $   42,530    

  Budgeted technology & comp lab  $  (17,290) remaining 

  Extra Fall Fundraising $ spent  $   25,240    

INDIAN LAKE POW WOW: SPRING FESTIVAL 

 

Friday, March 5 

Bluegrass Country Club 

6pm Silent Premiere Auction begins 

7:00pm Dinner 

7:45pm LIVE Auction begins 

YMCA Parents Night Out available to those attending the event 

 

Saturday, March 6 

Indian Lake Elementary School 

Festival & Auction 

10am-3pm 

Silent Auction, Cash N Carry Room & baskets 

Carnival games, entertainment, food, bake sale 

 

¶ Money to PET Basket Coordinators Due Friday 2/18 

¶ Basket Item Donations Due Wednesday 2/23 

¶ Dinner Reservations Due Friday 2/25 

¶ YMCA Reservations Due Friday 2/25 

¶ Classroom Sponsorships Due Friday 2/25 



 

 

KINDERGARTEN NEWS  

 

We would like to welcome two new students to Kindergarten:  Ryan Stehno in Mrs. 
Harris's class and Xavier Santos in Ms. Anglea's class!  The Kindergarten students 
are very excited about going to computer lab on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays this semester. They are working hard in the Writing to Read program and 
most have completed the first book in the series.  Throughout the spring, we will be 
focusing on writing sentences, learning more sight words, reading fluently, and 
learning about time, money, addition and subtraction. Don't 
forget to read every night! The students are very excited 
about the upcoming POW WOW!  We have boxes in each 
classroom for the Kindergarten auction basket donations - 
thanks ahead of time for your generosity! We hope to see 
you at the POW WOW! 
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FIRST GRADE NEWS  

 

It is hard to believe that it is already Febru-
ary.  First grade has been busy studying 
changes.  We have learned about changes 
in our environment, changes in ourselves, 
and changes in animals.  We will be finish-
ing this unit the second week of February.  
A big part of January and February is writ-
ing stories for Celebrate Literacy.  We are 
using all of our spare time to write stories 
in class and in the computer lab.  Once 
written and edited, we will illustrate and 
publish the books.  Be looking in the spring 
for our Author's night, where we will reward 
each student for a job well done.  We 
would also like to remind parents that if the 
temperature is above freezing we will be 
going outside to 
play, so please 
send warm coats to 
school each day! 

 

First Grade  

Teachers 

SECOND GRADE  

 

Although the snow has been falling, it will not damper 
our Second Grade learning! In December, students 
presented their Christmas Around the World projects. 
They enhanced their knowledge of different traditions 
and customs that are celebrated all over the world. 
This month, students completed a Famous Person 
Biography project. Students enjoyed presenting their 
project as the famous person from their biography 
book. All the second graders participated in the an-
nual Winter Read-In. Although the weather outside 
was frightful, we enjoyed reading throughout the day. 
We even had a special guest story teller. Second 
graders remembered Martin Luther King Jr. this month 
through interactive smart board lessons, discussions, 
and in their writing. Second graders are currently 
working on money. Please continue to practice addi-
tion facts, subtraction facts, and counting money. In 
Language, we are leaning about adjectives and how 
much they improve our writing. In Science, we are 
continuing our unit on Matter. We are ready to plow 
through more exciting units of study! 
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THIRD GRADE  

 
Third grade is busy as usual! Our current Reading unit is 
“One of a Kind', which incorporates the theme of what it 
means to be unique. We are learning about unusual places 
and people, which helps us all appreciate each other, and 
the world around us! In Math we are making excellent pro-
gress with our multiplication facts. We are also beginning 
to study new concepts such as geometry, fractions, and 
probability; so much to learn! In Science we will begin 
studying plants and animals, and in Social Studies we are 
focusing on economics and government. Third graders just 

get smarter every day!   

 
NOTES FROM ILE MUSIC  

  TAKE NOTE   
 

 Welcome to 2011, seemingly the year of the Abominable Snowman, Snow Bird, or Frosty. Because of 
the inclement weather, we had to postpone the 3rd grade PTO performance twice. Also because we 
werenôt sure on how much time we had to learn the program, we had to shorten it, but were able to add 
on an encore. Even with all the calendar confusion, the 3rd grade students did an incredibly GREAT job! 
Prior to the winter break, the 5th grade PTO Christmas program also had some snow-day interference, 
but they too did an incredibly GREAT job! There are two remaining PTO performances left for this 
school year; 4th grade on March the 31st and Kindergarten on May 12th. Please make plans to attend 

both PTO meetings and grade level performances. 

  

The next areas of exploration in music will be notation in relation to pitches. We will look at the 
two main clefs and how they help us find our pitch names and location on the staves. Following that 
unit, we will combine pitches with the rhythms we learned about earlier this year. The last part of the 
year is when I like to focus on the four main instrument families. This is very important especially for 
5th grade, as they will be in middle school next year and will have the opportunity to join band or or-
chestra. I hope everyone will encourage them to play an instrument in one of those. We are VERY lucky 
to feed into a middle school (Ellis) that has a band, orchestra & choir. If your student wants (or even 
think they might want) to play an instrument, it is imperative that they sign up in the beginning. I believe 

that is the only opportunity to do so. 

 

 Please remember that if you have any questions or comments, you can contact me at: 824-6810 and/or 

<ronald.delavega@sumnerschools.org>. 

 

Thank you! 

 

Mr. de la Vega 

SHOW YOUR SPIRIT  

 

¶ Spirit Night is at Foxõs 

Pizza  

¶ February 17, 2011 
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SEARCH and RESOURCE  
SEARCH 
  
We have just completed the National Geographic Geography Bee with our 4th and 5th graders.  It was hard to fit in 
with all the snow days, but these are the results: 
1st place:  Kyle Anthony 
2nd place: Leah Cason 
3rd place:  Noah Dunaway 
Other top ten scorers:  Chloe Harper, Priya Nangia, Alex Smith, Audrey Spurlock, Preston Head, Ellen Rucks, Laney 
Perry 
Other participants:  Garrett Bennett, Maddy Martin, Jake Motz, Grace Riley, Caroline Riley, Rebekah Golden 
As usual this was a very challenging contest and I am proud of all who chose to compete!  Kyle has taken a written 
test in order to attempt to qualify for the state geography bee. 
All SEARCH classes are gearing up for a book club meeting on February 14th.  They have divided into groups to 
read books and will do activities on all these books on the 14th.  It should be fun!  The 5th graders will begin prepar-
ing for their Rock Castle presentations in March and we will get to meet with Rock Castle’s director, John Nyberg, to 
learn about this presentation early in March.  All classes are continuing to become better at solving logic problems 
and we are finishing up a study of poems that don’t rhyme.  We have been reading Love that Dog by Sharon Creech.  
It is a journal in poetry written by a reluctant elementary school poet and there is a bit of a mystery that is gradually 
revealed.  In the process, we are getting to hear and analyze some famous poetry. 
  
Resource 
Classes continue to go well.  All the snow days can make it hard to continue moving forward with new skills.  Parents, 
please take some time to review newly mastered skills (like math facts) with your children, so they don’t melt away 
with the snow!  We are doing the same at school.  Also, read with and to your children every chance you get.  Any 
students in the reading comprehension class have been having a month of writing instruction in preparation for the 
writing assessments we had February.  We are still revising our stories and they will be ready to come home soon.  
We continue to be proud of all the academic progress we see in all our students! 
  
Jean Getter 
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GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING  

 

 

First, I would like to say a big thank you for the Christmas gifts and goodies. It means a lot that you 
thought about me during the holiday season. 

 

Things are going well in Guidance and Counseling. We have started our annual lessons on safety 
using the Safe@Last curriculum. Most grade levels talk about having a family code word/password 
for emergencies, and I have encouraged them to talk with their parents if they don’t have a code 
word for emergencies. Please take some time to talk with your children about what they are learning 
in class, and to go over any specific safety rules that your family might have. 

For older students, it is really important that your children know how to be safe online. If you are in-
terested in more information about online safety, you can visit http://www.wiredsafety.org. 

 

Julie Gunselman 

http://www.wiredsafety.org
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        Computer Bytes    

Your children are quite busy in the computer lab these 
days.  The kindergarteners are working hard to finish 
their first journals and many are already starting their 
second.  Please practice these words with your child 
when they bring their book home.  Each journal in kin-
dergarten and first grade builds on the other so it’s 
important they practice.  The first graders have been 
working hard on their journals and their Celebrate Lit-
eracy Books.  They are very creative and I know you 
are going to love their stories.  

 

The second graders have been working on a variety of 
things including some money games in our Orchard 
and Education City programs as well as some fun lan-
guage builders in Chuckwagon Bill.  Third grade has 
been quite busy as well.  They are also working on 
Orchard and Education City and practicing their multi-
plication skills with multiplication.com.   

 

I’ve been putting the fourth and fifth graders to the test 
these past couple of weeks.  They are learning the 
keys so they will type faster and more accurately.  
They have been doing a great job.  This month we will 
also begin our final round of Orchard testing for third 
through fifth grade.  This will give the teachers an idea 
of what your children know and what they still need to 
learn as we prepare for TCAPS.   

 

Keep on typing, 

Mrs. Weddle 

 

LIBRARY  

 

Wow!!!  It is hard to believe that our Spring Festival and Book Fair (February 28th – March 5th) are just a few weeks away.  We are very excited 
about this year’s Spring Book Fair as it will be bigger than before – this year we will have twelve cases and several additional tables to shop from.  
The teachers will also be able to create wish lists, if you are interested in donating books to your child’s classroom.  The fair will also be available 
online if you are unable to come in and visit.  I am in need of volunteers to help with the fair:  if you are interested please email me at 
patricia.whitaker@sumnerschools.org or contact me at the school. 
 
This month in Grades K – 2 we will be listening to stories and working on activities that go along with the many holidays:  Ground Hog Day; Valen-
tine’s Day and President’s Day.  The 3rd – 5th grade students are spending quite a bit of our library time AR reading to get caught up from the 
missed snow days.  We will begin research projects at the end of the month and continue with them into March. 
 
We are excited about the students’ enthusiasm for reading and hope to see you during our Book Fair!!! 
 
Mrs. Whitaker 
Mrs. Long 
 

Art News   

 
We finally completed one week of classes since Christmas break 
and are progressing well. 
Kindergarten classes have been illustrating a January calendar 
and practicing writing numbers 1-31 in the correct sequence.  We 
also read The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats and students illus-
trated their favorite part of Peter’s day. 
First Grades also read The Snowy Day. They created collage 
scenes of Peter’s day in the snow.  We  discussed the differ-
ences between objects up close being larger and those farther 
away being smaller. 
Second and Third grades are studying contrast in color and 
depth created by overlapping.  The book If Dinosaurs Came 
Back by Bernard Most was a perfect visual to inspire and gener-
ate ideas for the students as they created their own drawings. 
The Classifieds section of the newspaper was used to create 
black and white contrasting buildings next to the colorful dino-
saurs.  Students arranged their dinosaurs in front, between, and 
behind the buildings to create depth and the illusion the dino-
saurs taking over the city. 
Fourth Grades   are learning to appreciate Robert Frost’s poetry 
“Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening” and “Birches”. We 
discussed the differences between language used in verse as 
compared to language used in a story. The poetry provided a 
starting point for a winter landscape painting of birch trees.  Stu-
dents practiced mixing shades of watercolor for the sky and ever-
green trees. Tints of tempera paint were used to create the tall 
birch trees similar to those Robert Frost described in his poetry. 
Fifth grades  are painting their clay masks.  After the painting 
process is complete students can begin to embellish them with a 
choice of markers, glitter glue, yarn, raffia, and sequins.  They 
are excited to begin  the final process of decorating their masks. 
A belated thank you Indian Lake Parents for the very generous 
Wal mart Christmas gift card.  Also thank you Second Grade 
momôs for donating fabric, yarn, cardboard cylinders, trays, etc. 
for art class projects. 
Melissa Charles 

mailto:patricia.whitaker@sumnerschools.org


 

 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all of 
our Indian Lake families for the generous gifts we re-
ceived at Christmas.  We always enjoy the delicious 

treats and goodies given to us each year.  Thank you 
for your kindness.  

 

We also want to thank our 5 th  Grade PET Parents for 
our December Breakfast, our 4 th  Grade PET Parents 

for our January Italian Lunch, and our 3 rd  Grade 
PET Parents for our February Soup & Salad lunch.  

Every meal is always so appreciated and everything 
tastes fabulous!  

 

Debbie Meyer, Debbie White, and Betty Salyer  
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I would like to thank the entire technology department for their time and efforts in im-

proving our computers at ILE.  I also would like to thank Vanessa Silkwood and all 

that participated in the Adopt-a-family program, it was a great success again this year.  

Jill Rathert and Kim Luckey have done a great job with the staff luncheons and the 

Christmas gift this year.  Last but not least, I would like to thank Nicki Reeder and 

Barb Hall for all their time, planning and hard work to make the breakfasts so special 

for the children of ILE.  I am so proud to be a member of an organization where every-

one works together to make it a better place for the students!   

 

Thank you, Annie Koch 

Thank You  


